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successful plans against Napoleon went a long way in thwarting his
designs/*

Besides, England carried on a vehement propaganda against
France by freely~crilicising her acts and policies in neutral countries.
Thus France lost their moral support.

3. Continental System. The next cause of Napoleon's down-
fall was furnished by his ^Continental System." It is true enough
that as a result of this system Great Britain suffered, but she was far
from being ruined. It was never possible, in fact, to seal up the
whole continent. The English manufactures and the colonial goods
which Napoleon intended to exclude, contrived to creep, nevertheless>
within the bounds of his empire. The only effect of the Continental
System was that, through the suffering and loss it inflicted, particu-
larly upon the maritime countries of Europe, it caused feeling of
strong resentment against Napoleon throughout the continent.

4.    Napoleon's Long Quarrel with the Pope.   Again the Conti-
nental System brought  Napoleon into trouble with Papacy.      Pope
Pius VII refused to enforce the blockade against England.   There-
upon Napoleon declared that the Pope   v(twas no longer a    secular
Prince" and captured his dominions.    In June   1809,  Napoleon was
excommunicated by the Pope and next month the Pope was thrown
into the jail by the orders of Napoleon,   This harsh and cruel treat-
ment meted out to  Pope had  alienated   the  sympathy  of  Catholic
Europe and created resentful feeling among pious Catholics.

5.  Napoleon's War Against Russia.   It served as another potent
cause of his downfall.   His dismal failure in the Russian campaign,
not only entailed the loss of the "Grand Army' on which his military
strength depended but it also gave new heart to the enemies of Napo-
leon.   Every one knew that Napoleon was not a superman; he had
been thoroughly and decisively beaten.   "Henceforth he was thrown
on the defensive, compelled to fight for the retention of his control
over Central Europe and with forces that were not the equal of the
army he had lost in Russia."   The Russian expedition greatly weak-
ened Napoleon because in Russia he had lost his veteran cavalry ancf
the best part of the artillery.

6.  Rise of the Spirit of Nationalism.   But the active force which
was to overwhelm Napoleon's  empire  and   free   Europe  from  his
tyranny was the sentiment of national patriotism that was being awak-
ened in the dismembered and dependent States and also where inde-
pendence was threatened.   Up to the time of the invasion of Spain
(1808), Napoleon had fought against Kings and Princes and easily
overthrown their Governments as they were not based on the love and
loyalty of their subjects.   But now Napoleon, led by his devouring
ambition to make himself master of all Europe, was contemptuously
disregarding the claims of race and nationality.   "His empire threat-
ened to ^ become the Tomb of the Nations."   In the face of this dan*
ger^ national patriotism was being aroused everywhere and */ was this
spirit of national patriotism which crushed Napoleon.